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Slavery is Dead? Nast, Thomas, 1840-1902, artist. https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3c08003/ 

Supporting Questions 

 

1. In what ways did the 13th, 14th, and 15th. Amendments provide new rights to Afri-

can Americans following the Civil War? 

2. What were the reasons for African American migrations to the North following the 

Civil War? 

3. What economic and political gains did African Americans achieve during recon-

struction? 
 

This work has been developed as part of a Teaching With Primary Sources grant from the Library of Congress.  
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Did African American Lives Improve After Slavery 

New York State Social 
Studies Frameworks and 
Key Ideas and Practices  

SS Framework 8.1.b 

Freed African Americans created new lives for themselves in the absence of slavery. Constitutional 
amendments and federal legislation sought to expand the rights and protect the citizenship of African 
Americans 

 

Staging the Question 

The lesson is presented after students have learned about the conflicts and challenges faced by African 
Americans following the Civil War during the Reconstruction Period.  Students have learned about problems 
including: black codes, poll taxes, literacy tests, the Ku Klux Klan, and the failure of the federal government 
to follow up on its promises to African Americans. 

Despite these challenges, African Americans made advances in work, education, and politics during the time 
period.  The primary source documents provide evidence of these gains in contrast to the problems they 
faced. 
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Amendments provide new rights to African 
Americans following the Civil War? 

What were the reasons for African American 
migrations to the North following the Civil 
War? 

What economic and political gains did 
African Americans achieve during 
Reconstruction? 
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Performance Task 

 

Students will participate in a stations activity 
of eight primary source documents from the 
Reconstruction Era. Students will answer 
questions and provide evidence from the 
documents to support their answers. 
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Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

 
Celebration of Emancipation, Black Exodus, 

Freed Persons Receive Wages From Former 
Owner, A Hunger to Learn, African 
Americans & the Franchise, Education 
Among the Freedmen, African Americans in 
Government, The Freed Women 
http://www.mrmalone.net/reconstruction-

african-american-advancement 

https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/e
xhibit/aointro.html 
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Summative  

Performance Task  

ARGUMENT 

 

Did African American lives improve after slavery? Construct and argument, 
supported by evidence, which address this question. 

EXTENSION 
 

Completion of the document analysis worksheet 

Taking Informed Action 

Signing petitions and contacting government officials via Amnesty International's campaign against human 
trafficking. 

 

 
 
Library of Congress resource link: 

https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html 
 

https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html


8.1b Reconstruction 

Name_______________________________________________   Period_____ 

Reconstruction & African American Advancement Stations Activity   Mr. Malone 

 

Directions: Using the resources found at www.mrmalone.net, complete the questions below with your 

group.  Work together to read and analyze the primary source documents, but record your answers 

on your sheet. 

Station 1 
Celebration of Emancipation 
1) Based on the illustration, describe two changes in African American lives that resulted from 

emancipation. 

Before Emancipation After Emancipation 

1)   

2)   

 
2) Why was there a very positive view about the future for African Americans in 1865? 
  
 
 
 
Station 2  
Black Exodus 
1) Why do you believe some freedmen left the South following the Civil War? 

 

 

 

2) What problems continued to follow African Americans after they migrated from the South? 

 

 

Station 3 

Freed Persons Receive Wages From Former Owner 

1) What was important about former slaves’ new freedom? 

 

 

2) How is this document evidence of how emancipation changed the freedmen’s lives? 

 

 

  

http://www.mrmalone.net/


8.1b Reconstruction 

Station 4 

A Hunger to Learn 

1) This painting was created in 1863 during the Civil War.  Do you think such a scene was common 

place in America at that point in time?   

 

2)  How did this painting challenge the perceptions (views) of many people about African Americans 

during the Civil War? 

 
 
Station 5 
African Americans & the Franchise 
1) What impact of the 15th Amendment is shown in the illustration? 

 

2) In what ways are the men in line different from one another? (focus on their clothing) 

 

 
Station 6 
Education Among the Freedmen 
1) Describe the scene of freedmen drawn in the book.  What was the role of the women shown? 

 

2) According to the information provide, how were some of the freedmen schools paid for? 

 

 

Station 7 
African Americans in Government 
1) Why were many states, such as South Carolina, able to elect many African Americans during 

Reconstruction? 

 

2) How did the 15th help to elect more African Americans to government? 

 

 

Station 8 

Freed Women 

1) How did the school in the illustration differ from other schools for freedmen? 

 

 

2) How was teaching freed women these skills help them in life after slavery? 

 

 

 



8.1b Reconstruction 

 

Final Task:  

   Based upon the primary source evidence that you have examined, state your opinion about whether 

you think that African American lives improved or didn't improve after slavery? Provide at least 3 

examples citing evidence from the text to support your opinion. 
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